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| FRESNO CHAFFEE

Contact: For Immediate Release
Ciara Norton January 2, 2015
Marketing Manager

559-498-5936

559-303-9286

CNorton@fresnochaffeezoo.org

MALAYAN TIGER CUBS CELEBRATE FIRST BIRTHDAY

Fresno, CA — They grow up so fast! Fresno Chaffee Zoo is thrilled to announce that the four
Malayan tiger cubs born on January 5, 2014 are celebrating their first birthday!

Join Zoo staff on Monday, January 5, 2015 at 11 a.m. as we celebrate the cubs’ special day.
Zookeepers have prepared enrichment activities for all four cubs, so come on out and join the
fun as we watch each of the special birthday boys and girls open their very own “presents.”

In 2014, Malayan tiger mother, Mek, and father, Paka, welcomed two male cubs (Berani and
Cinta) and two female cubs (Arya and Batari). Both parents are part of the AZA's (Association of
Zoos & Aquariums) SSP (Species Survival Program). The SSP works to maintain healthy, self-
sustaining, genetically diverse captive tiger populations, as a genetic insurance policy for their
wild counterparts. In addition, zoos also support tiger conservation and research, both in
captivity and in the wild, and work to increase awareness about tigers and their conservations
needs.

‘| can't believe a year has already passed,” said Lyn Myers, assistant curator for mammals at
the Zoo. “The birth of such rare tiger cubs was an amazing start to 2014. All four cubs have
grown in leaps and bounds and already weigh between 120 and 130 pounds.”

Malayan tigers, Panthera tigris jacksoni, are only found on the Malay Peninsula and in the
southern tip of Thailand. Since there are only approximately 500 Malayan tigers left in the wild,
they are considered endangered.

Fresno Chaffee Zoo is open daily at 9 a.m. Closing times vary 4.00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. by season (subject
fo change without prior notice) Thanksgiving (9 a.m. — 2 p.m.),and Christmas Day (closed). Visit our
website www.fresnochaffeezoo.org for most current hours. General admission during regular Zoo hours
is $7 for adults and $3.50 for children 2-11 & seniors 62+, Children under 2 and Fresno Chaffee Zoo
members are free. Fresno Chaffee Zoo inspires wonder of our natural world, provides an engaging
learing environment, and creates a passion for conservation. The Zoo is accredited by the Association of
Zoos and Aguariums (AZA).
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Spring-like weather draws crowds to Fresno Chaffee Zoo,
Woodward Park on holiday weekend

By Andrea Castilio The Fresno Bee February 16, 2015

Spring-like temperatures in the middle of winter, coupled with a long holiday weekend, sent
Fresno-area residents in droves to parks and the Fresno Chaffee Zoo.

Fresno’s high on Monday hit 76 degrees — 14 degrees above normal for mid-February. With
many people off work and school for President’'s Day, Fresno Chaffee Zoo saw record-setting
attendance, while Woodward Park buzzed with activity.

Around 1:30 p.m., Tiffany Moreno, 19, waited at the back of a line that stretched out from the
zoo entrance and down the sidewalk. She was there with her boyfriend, friend, godson and 4-
month-old daughter. it was her baby’s first time at the zoo, and they decided to go because of
the nice weather. Moreno said she’'d never seen the zoo so full. “l knew there were no kids in
school but | didn’t think it would be this packed,” she said.

Neither did zoo staff. Curator Dan Subaitis said Sunday’s attendance of 7,400 people broke the
record for any non-event day in zoo history. Last year, 4,700 people went the same day, he
said, with temperatures around 70 degrees. By 2 p.m. Monday, nearly 5,000 people had been
at the zoo. “Just a few years ago, 4,000 people would have been a big day for us,” Subaitis
said. He credited the zoo’s improvements, including the national award-winning Sea Lion Cove,
and an engaged staff for the increase.

Joseph and Santa Mufioz, ages 69 and 70, were treated to zoo tickets by their son, who had the
day off work. The retired couple said the zoo is a lot of fun, but they normally wouldn’t have
gone in February. “It's usually cold,” said Santa Mufioz, “so this is unusual.”

Across town, Woodward Park hummed with people in motion: Joggers, bikers, equestrians,
dog-walkers and sports players. It looked like an early spring. Butterflies fluttered overhead and
birds chirped from the trees. The sun shone heavy and bright.

Erika Rivera, 23, had the day off work and school at Fresno State. She took advantage of the
good weather by playing soccer and football with her boyfriend and family. Rivera said soccer is
a good break from the stress of college. Her family usually plays on weekends in their yard but
wanted a change of scenery. “Usually it's colder,” she said. “Lately the weather has just been
weird. We don't even know anymore what to expect.”

Phong Nguyen, 42, brought his son and wife on a bicycle ride along his usual spot — the Eaton
Trail. He took up bike riding three months ago and now hits the trail three times a week. “l just
wanted to exercise,” he said. “For me, it's hard to go to the gym. It's just boring instead of
outdoor activity.” Nguyen wanted to enjoy the beautiful day off with his family. His two
daughters stayed home, he said, and missed out.

Sabrina Betz, 29, and her friend Alexis Clayton, 27, walked their dogs on the trail. Betz, a
Fresno State graduate, moved back last month with her husband. She said they walk the trail
with their dog Maverick, a border collie mix, almost every day. “We need our exercise,” she
said. “And so does he.”
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FRESNO CHAFFEE 200 WELCOMES TWO CALIFORNIA SEA LIONS

Fresno, CA — Two, male California sea lions can now claim Fresno Chaffee Zoo as home. Big Sur and
Wishbone will be introduced to their exhibit, Sea Lion Cove, on Friday, February 20 at 10:30 a.m.

Both sea lions come to Fresno from Six Flags Discovery Kingdom in Vallejo, California. Big Sur, 2, was
born at the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha, Nebraska and is at Fresno Chaffee Zoo on a breeding loan.
Wishbone, 7, was originally a wild stranding found at Seadrift Beach in Marin County. Wishbone, who
shares his name with a Catalina Island hiking trail, is completely blind.

“We are extremely excited to introduce two male sea lions that were in need of a home to our beautiful,
spacious exhibit,” said Sarah Romberger, zookeeper at Fresno Chaffee Zoo. “Both sea lions are already
interacting wonderfully and enjoying the enrichment activities. We know that our guests will fove to
observe them swimming, playing and fraining just as much as we do, so we invite everyone {o come meet
them!”

Big Sur and Wishbone will share their exhibit with two, female California sea lions, Avila and Catalina,
two, female harbor seals, Ariel and Jetta, and two, male brown pelicans, Monte and Cruz.

The California Sea Lion, Zalophus californianus, are sea mammals characterized by external ear flaps,
long foreflippers, the ability to walk on all fours, and short, thick hair. Together with the fur seals, they
compromise the family Otariidae, eared seals, which contains six extant and one extinct species (the
Japanese sea lion) in five genera. Their range extends from the subarctic to tropical waters of the global
ocean in both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, with the notable exception of the Northern
Atlantic Ocean. California sea lions have an average lifespan of 20 to 30 years. A male California sea lion
weighs, on average, about 300 kilograms (660 pounds) and is about 8 feet (2.4 meters) long, while the
female sea lion weighs 100 kilograms (220 pounds) and is 6 feet (1.8 meters) long.

Fresno Chaffee Zoo is open daily at 9 a.m. Closing times vary 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. by season (subject to change
without prior notice). Thanksgiving (9 a.m. — 2 p.m.) and Christmas Day (closed). Visit www.fresnochaffeezoo.org for
current hours. General admission during regular Zoo hours is $7 for adults and $3.50 for children 2-11 & seniors 62+.
Children under 2 and Fresno Chaffee Zoo members are free. Fresno Chaffee Zoo inspires wonder of our natural
world, provides an engaging leaming environment, and creates a passion for conservation. The Zoo is accredited by
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).
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New sea lions, Big Sur and Wishbone, welcomed at Fresno
Chaffee Zoo

By Marc Benjamin The Fresno Bee February 19, 2015

Fresno Chaffee Zoo's Sea Lion Cove has two new occupants, Big Sur and Wishbone,
who will make their public debut on Friday. Both sea lions come from Six Flags
Discovery Kingdom in Vallejo. Two-year-old Big Sur is on a breeding loan. Wishbone, 7,
was discovered stranded on a beach in Marin County. Wishbone, who shares his name
with a Catalina Island hiking trail, is blind. Big Sur and Wishbone share the exhibit with
two female California sea lions, Avila and Catalina, two female harbor seals, Ariel and
Jetta, and two male brown pelicans, Monte and Cruz.

Fresno Chaffee Zoo previously was home to a blind sea lion, Pismo, which died last
year. ‘I think Six Flags felt extremely comfortable sending him to us because we have
experience with a blind sea lion,” said zoo director Scott Barton. Pismo responded {o
“auditory cues” for training, such as baby rattles. “They can do pretty darn well, even
being blind,” he said.

Sea Lion Cove is designed for up to a dozen seals and sea lions, which means more
sea lions could be added through breeding, Barton said. “If we did (breed sea lions), we
could keep the youngsters and it could be a lot of fun,” he said.

The zoo, he said, works with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Marine Mammal
Center to house seals or sea lions that are unable to return to the ocean.

The California sea lion, Zalophus californianus, is a sea mammal with a range extending
from the subarctic to tropical waters of the global ocean in both the northern and
southern hemispheres, with the notable exception of the northern Atlantic Ocean.
California sea lions have an average lifespan of 20 to 30 years. A male California sea
lion weighs, on average, about 660 pounds and is about 8 feet long, while the female
sea lion weighs about 220 pounds and is 6 feet long.

Contact Marc Benjamin: mbenjamin@fresnobee.com, (559) 441-6166 or @beebenjamin on Twitter



Fresno Chaffee Zoo’s 13-acre African Adventure will offer
close-up views of lions, elephants

By Marc Benjamin The Fresno Bee February 20, 2015

Fresno Chaffee Zoo's 13-acre African Adventure project is about two-thirds complete
and is expected to open in October. The lack of rainfall has accelerated construction of
the $55.7 million project. But zoo director Scott Barton is hesitant to move up the
opening date because the project is not just about exhibit readiness.

Most of the animals — about 100 in all — have to be delivered, quarantined for 30 days
and then acclimated to their exhibits and each other, which will likely take a couple
months.

Growth at the zoo will not end with the first Africa phase. With the November election’s
extension of Measure Z, the tenth-of-a-cent sales tax to support zoo projects and
programs, the zoo will begin seeking designers for the next phase of growth. An
additional 8 acres will push the zoo to a total of 39 acres when completed.

“We think that acre-for-acre, we will be one of the best zoos in the world,” Barton said.
“‘Measure Z allows us to do all these things without having to compromise for our guests
or these animals.”

The African Adventure entry sign is in place east of the zoo's bear enclosure, and
cheetahs will be the greeters at the African savanna’s entrance.

A few yards to the east is the African Lodge, which will offer a place to rest or eat and
also views of lions and the main savanna area with rhinoceroses, ostriches, giraffes,
zebras and elephants. A waterfall will cascade as the backdrop to the elephant area.

Lion and elephant enclosures will have close-up views similar to those in the Sea Lion
Cove project, separating visitors by just a thick pane of glass from some of the world’s
most charismatic wildlife, Barton said.

Zoo officials also designed the project with Roeding Park’s large, century-old tree
canopy in mind. The lion exhibit was situated around a large oak tree dubbed the “lion
tree,” Barton said.

“We hope you can see lions at rest on the tree and we placed a viewing area right in
front of it,” he said.

His hope is echoed by the zoo’s African Adventure insignia that shows a lion walking on
atree limb.

The lions also will have a view of nearly all 13 acres from a rock perch 20 feet above
ground. The zoo exhibit will have three lions to start and build up to a “natural pride,”
which could have eight to 10, Barton said.



Elephants also will live in a typical matriarchal setting as they do in Africa. Barton said
the zoo will start with three and could build up to six or eight on the 4-acre portion of the
expansion.

The Africa project impressed Lee Ehmke, Minnesota Zoo president and also president of
the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums, who visited Fresno last month and took a
tour with Barton.

Ehmke, who spent a year in Corcoran as a child, said Fresno Chaffee Zoo was the first
zoo he visited. He appreciated the long views from the African Lodge that will show the
expanse of the exhibit and the animals.

“You can see the scale and from what | could see, the level of detail, all the finishes on
the buildings, the landscaping, the sight lines, are really well-thought-out,” he said.

The rock facings, Ehmke said, also reflect what is seen in Africa.

“It's being done with a real sense of accuracy of what you'd see in east Africa,” he said.
Another important touch is keeping Roeding Park’s existing trees, he said.

“That is one of the things that's unique,” Ehmke said. “A lot of big zoo projects come in
with a bulldozer and wipe the slate clean, but this will have an instant feel like it's been

there forever.”

It ali adds up to “a highly detailed, naturalistic exhibit,” Ehmke said. “The overwhelming
feeling | got was that it’s just big.”

The project will affect the way zoo visitors encounter animals and has a design both
good for animals and visitors, said Susan Chin, vice president of planning and chief
architect for the Wildlife Conservation Society, which operates four zoos and one
aquarium in New York City.

“It's going to be a really attractive feature for people,” said Chin, who also toured the site
with Ehmke and Barton. “This project has a lot of vision and a lot of ambition.”

Visitors, she said, will be able to connect with animals. The close-up views will
emphasize the importance of preserving wildlife.

“This exhibit is going to make a huge impact on the visitor experience,” Chin said. “It will
be a very rich wildlife experience.”

Chin also appreciated the park’s trees that “you do want to build an exhibit around.”
“A lot of zoo exhibit design is based on landscape architecture and looking at what we

do have on the site that adds value to what we want to do,” she said, “to take you to 3
different place.”



