


































































































































































































































Reptile House

Sea Lion Cove

Zoo Entrance

Australian Aviary

Indian Rhino

Tropical 
Rainforest

Valley Farm

African Adventure

Giraffe Feeding

Wilderness Falls

Flamingos

Warthog, current location

Cheetah

Proposed new 
entrance and 
parking

Asia Project
Kingdoms of Asia

South Corridor 
Infrastructure Project

New Warthog

Ambassador Animal 
Building

Conservation Building

African River

Zooplex



 

Contact:                                 For Immediate Release 

Alisha Anderson                    October 16, 2018 

Chief Marketing & Development Officer  

559-498-5961 (office)  

559-999-7986 (cell)  

aanderson@fresnochaffeezoo.org 

 

FRESNO CHAFFEE ZOO WELCOMES TWO AFRICAN ELEPHANTS  

Fresno, CA – Fresno Chaffee Zoo officials are excited to announce the recent arrival of two, female 

African elephants.  

Nolwazi (approximately 24 years old) and her daughter Amahle (approx. 9) came to Fresno from the 

Dallas Zoo on October 16. Both elephants arrived in Dallas from the Swaziland rescue in 2016. 

Dallas Zoo now has 8 elephants in its herd. With the addition of Nolwazi and Amahle, Fresno Chaffee 

Zoo is now home to four African elephants.  

“We have been looking to grow our African elephant herd,” said Amos Morris, Deputy Director/Chief 

Operating Officer at Fresno Chaffee Zoo, “Having Nolwazi and Amahle join enables us to do that and, 

hopefully, have successful family group with we hope will be breeding in the future.”  

 “This was an opportunity to move Nolwazi and Amahle to a new home at an AZA-accredited zoo that 

shares our same philosophy of animal welfare and approach to animal care, which was incredibly 

important to our entire team,” said Harrison Edell, Executive Vice President of Animal Care & 

Conservation for the Dallas Zoo. “We hope the unique situation in Fresno, where the team cares for one 

bull and one young female, will allow Nolwazi to assume a matriarchal position, leading a herd of her 

own, a role for which we believe she is well-suited. Likewise, Amahle will have a similar-aged female 

with whom to socialize and play, which is such a vital part of her personality.” 

The elephant teams in both Fresno and Dallas have been working closely together to ensure a successful 

move to and safe introduction in Fresno. Both teams have visited each Zoo over the past few months and 

members of both teams made the trip with the elephants here to Fresno. The Dallas team will stay in 

Fresno for a few days to help with the successful transition.  

 

 

"Fresno Chaffee Zoo inspires wonder of our natural world, provides an engaging learning environment, 

and creates a passion for conservation." 
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